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FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions (Who-What-When-Where-Why-How) 

WHO We Serve 

21st Century Debate Academy serves students of all age groups – including young adults. 

K-12 students receive access to Online training and events as well as special in-person events related to debate, model 
united nations, and other after-school clubs, activities, and contests.  

K-3: These courses are still in development and will function more like a “book club,” yet debate education is a core 
component of any such club. Students read books, write reports, speak in small groups (and to the class), and debate 
certain elements of the reading… 

For example, if the book has a character making a difficult choice, or has a difficult relationship, the teacher will invite 
problem-solving discussions and debates about some of the various choices. 

3*-6 (Elementary): In some school districts, grade 6 students are still attending elementary school, in some districts a grade 
6 student is starting middle school. The elementary debate classes will discuss topics that are appropriate for younger 
students, and critical/creative problem-solving will be a significant component of their classes. We will work on building 
stronger skills in research, organization, delivery, speaking (voice), and respectful engagement (arguing with both purpose 
and respect for others). We build self-confidence by learning to meet/exceed expectations in public speaking and debate. 

*Most third graders have done well in elementary debate classes - any third grader who would like to try a debate class is 
invited to do so. Parents should check with the instructor prior to the start of the debate course. 

6-8 (Middle School): In some school districts, grade 6 students are still in elementary schools, yet in many places including 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grade 6 is the first year of middle school. The middle school debate class also works 
toward building even stronger skills in research, organization, delivery, public speaking, and respectful engagement (arguing 
effectively with mindfulness of the need to respect others). We continue to build self-confidence by learning to exceed the 
expectations of others in public speaking and debate. We work toward becoming self-sufficient and self-confident problem 
solvers (encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning). In addition to participating in debates, students are 
encouraged to mentor others (peers and elementary learners) … this leads to formalized volunteerism opportunities with 
certificates for service, end-of-year recognition, and awards (possibly scholarships). 

9-12 (High School): In our debate classes, we may at times mix older middle school students with younger high school 
students – particularly when it is an advanced debate class where experience matters more than age. The high school 
debate class works toward building strong research skills, logical organization and development, delivery skills (in-class and 
presentations), public speaking, and respectful/civil engagement and activism (arguing passionately with an open mind to 
listen/respect opposing points of view – open to change yet possessing a strong voice that is heard and respected). We 
work to exceed expectations and make significant strides toward becoming effective, self-sufficient, and self-confident 
problem solvers who communicate ideas clearly and convincingly. In addition to participating in debates, students are 
encouraged to mentor others (peers, middle school, and elementary learners) … this leads to formalized volunteerism with 
certificates for resumes and college applications, end-of-year recognition/awards, and potential scholarship opportunities. 

WHAT We Do 

21st Century Debate provides online learning, online (and in-person) activities, and community events. We apply deeper 
learning concepts through our debate education to help students develop the 21st Century Skills that are essential to future 
success. Our pedagogy encourages students to take ownership of their learning and coaches/supports them in their 
educational pursuits. 

We create top-quality learning materials from industry-leading experts. Our debate education is effective not only for 
competitive success in public speaking and debate contests, but it also prepares our students for success in college writing 
and engagement with professors and peers. We provide self-paced courses, and instructor-led courses, both utilizing 
videos, and text that will help them achieve potentially higher success in academics as well as lifelong skill development 
that has been proven to increase pathways to success beyond academic achievement. 

We also provide free and purchasable research guides that will help students to prepare for upcoming contests. 

https://21stcenturydebate.org/
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FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions (Continued…) 

WHEN We Meet 

Our classes run all year long. We work hard to provide fun and exciting learning opportunities as well as numerous online 
events for students to demonstrate their skills and stay motivated (we have a variety of debate formats available). 

Online classes meet once a week for about an hour. Homework is self-paced and takes about 30 minutes (sometimes a 
little more) to complete. Some skills are taught via videos and written text and the student will practice and reinforce the skill 
building during class activities and debates. The instructor is available via the online learning platform and through email. 

The FALL 2022 Session begins the week of October 10, 2022.  

Each session lasts for between six to eight weeks (approximately 2 months): Six weeks of classes are followed by two 
weeks of workshops (optional, yet highly encouraged) and this leads to a one-day online debate contest. These contests 
are low-stress, and fun, and provide recognition in the form of certificates, medallions, and for some events, we provide 
nice-sized trophies for the top performers in team debating and recognition for individual speaking (top speaker awards). 

Currently, classes are meeting weekly (Mon-Fri) at either 4:20 PM, or 5:35 PM. Each class meets for 70 minutes. 

The Orientation Classes/Meetings begin the week of September 26, 2022.  

Orientation Classes meet online using Zoom. These are similar to an “Open House” at school. Parents and students get to 
meet the teacher, learn about the class, and get their questions answered. These classes meet for 60 minutes, using the 
same schedule as the online classes (Mon-Fri, at 4:20pm or 5:35pm). There is no cost to attend, and students participate 
in debate activities at the end of the meeting (parents can stay to watch the activity if they wish). 

No appointment is necessary for attending an orientation meeting. You can attend as many of these as you wish!  
Note: Please send an email to billeddy@21stCenturyDebate.org for the Zoom information (it’s also in the welcome letter). 

WHERE We Meet 

Our training is located online at https://21stcenturydebate.org/. 

Training We meet online on a weekly basis for 70 minutes per class. We also have self-paced learning opportunities. 

Events: We will host a variety of seasonal debate events, which will include debate (in various formats), model united 
nations, mock legislature, and business leadership. Whenever possible, we invite industry leaders to serve as guest 
lecturers, judges, and keynote speakers to help students prepare and give special recognition for achievement and success. 

Most events will be held online using Zoom. We are planning to host live, in-person debates as part of our end-of-year 
celebration. This is still in the very early stages of planning and development. 

HOW & WHY We Serve 

21st Century Debate Academy is dedicated to creating substantial pathways to success for all of our members. We hope to 
build a community of students, parents, and educators equally dedicated to helping each other succeed and giving back to 
our community. At 21st Century Debate, we believe that Deeper Learning is necessary for the development of essential life 
skills that will open doors and lead to a successful future. We also believe in the transformative power of debate to change 
lives – improved academics, the ability to use research and strong thinking to solve significant problems, and build powerful 
collaboration skills that lead to better relationships and stronger communities. 

“We choose to [do this], not because it is easy, but because it is hard…” John F. Kennedy, President of the United States. 

At times it may seem as if we are reaching for the moon, but we must help our children understand that the moon is within 
our grasp and what once was considered impossible and well beyond everything but our imagination, is now made real 
through hard work, study, and the willingness to believe in oneself and their ability.  

Please click the following to create an account and join our debate community (thank you!): JOIN 21ST Century Debate. 

https://21stcenturydebate.org/
mailto:billeddy@21stCenturyDebate.org
https://21stcenturydebate.org/
https://21stcenturydebate.org/register/

