
[NSDA] Lincoln Douglas Debate (Fall 2024) - T-Chart 
Resolved: The United States ought to require that workers receive a living wage. 

Page 1 

Requiring a Living Wage (US) 
BACKGROUND: 
The concept of a living wage has sparked intense debate in the United States. A living wage is the minimum 
income necessary for workers to meet their basic needs, including food, housing, and other essentials. The 
controversy centers around whether the government should require employers to pay a living wage, which 
would be higher than the current federal minimum wage. Supporters argue it would reduce poverty and 
improve workers' lives, while opponents worry about potential negative impacts on businesses and the 
economy. This issue touches on fundamental questions about fair compensation, economic policy, and the 
role of government in regulating wages. 

Those in favor of requiring a living wage believe… it's necessary to reduce poverty and improve workers' 
lives. They argue that with higher wages, workers can afford basic necessities without relying on 
government assistance. For example, if a worker earns a living wage, they might be able to pay for housing, 
food, and healthcare without needing food stamps or subsidized housing.  

Those who oppose requiring a living wage believe… it might harm businesses and the overall economy. 
They worry that forcing businesses to pay higher wages might lead to job losses or increased prices for 
consumers. For instance, if a small business has to pay all its workers more, it might need to lay off some 
employees or raise the prices of its products to stay profitable. This debate touches on fundamental 
questions about fair compensation, economic policy, and the role of government in regulating wages. 
 
REQURING A LIVING WAGE (PRO): GENERAL IDEAS 

1. Poverty Reduction: A living wage would help lift many workers out of poverty, allowing them to 
afford basic necessities without relying on government assistance. This could lead to improved 
quality of life for millions of Americans and reduce the cycle of poverty. 

2. Economic Stimulation: When workers earn more, they tend to spend more, which can boost local 
economies. Increased consumer spending can lead to higher demand for goods and services, 
potentially creating more jobs and economic growth. 

3. Improved Worker Productivity: Employees who earn a living wage are likely to be more satisfied 
with their jobs and less stressed about making ends meet. This can result in higher productivity, 
better job performance, and reduced employee turnover, benefiting both workers and businesses. 

4. Reduced Government Spending: With a living wage, fewer workers would need to rely on 
government assistance programs like food stamps or housing subsidies. This could potentially lead 
to reduced government spending on social welfare programs, allowing those funds to be redirected 
to other important areas. 

5. Health and Well-being: A living wage enables workers to afford better healthcare, nutritious food, 
and safer housing. This can lead to improved physical and mental health outcomes, reducing 
healthcare costs and creating a healthier, more productive workforce. 

REQURING A LIVING WAGE (PRO): SPECIFIC IDEAS 
1. Increased Standard of Living: Workers would have more money to cover basic needs, improving 

their overall quality of life.  

2. Reduced Reliance on Public Assistance: Higher wages would mean fewer workers needing 
government aid, potentially saving taxpayer money.  

3. Improved Worker Morale: Employees earning a living wage are likely to feel more valued, leading 
to increased job satisfaction and productivity.  

4. Stimulated Local Economies: Workers with more disposable income tend to spend more in their 
communities, boosting local businesses.  

5. Reduced Income Inequality: A living wage could help narrow the gap between the highest and 
lowest earners in society.  
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REQURING A LIVING WAGE (PRO): SPECIFIC IDEAS (CONTINUED…) 
6. Better Health Outcomes: With more income, workers can afford better healthcare and nutrition, 

leading to improved overall health.  

7. Increased Consumer Spending: Higher wages could lead to increased spending, potentially 
stimulating economic growth.  

8. Reduced Employee Turnover: Satisfied workers are more likely to stay in their jobs, reducing hiring 
and training costs for businesses.  

9. Improved Education Opportunities: Parents earning a living wage might be better able to support 
their children's education, including saving for college.  

10. Enhanced Family Stability: A living wage could reduce financial stress on families, potentially 
leading to stronger family relationships and better outcomes for children. 

REQURING A LIVING WAGE (CON): GENERAL IDEAS 
1. Job Losses: Requiring businesses to pay higher wages might force some companies, especially 

small businesses, to reduce their workforce or cut employee hours to maintain profitability. This 
could lead to increased unemployment or underemployment.  

2. Increased Prices: To offset higher labor costs, businesses might raise prices on goods and 
services. This could lead to inflation, potentially negating the benefits of higher wages and making 
it harder for everyone, including those earning a living wage, to afford necessities.  

3. Reduced Business Competitiveness: Higher labor costs could make U.S. businesses less 
competitive in the global market. This might lead to some companies moving operations overseas 
where labor is cheaper, resulting in job losses and economic decline in certain areas.  

4. Impact on Young and Unskilled Workers: A higher wage requirement might make employers 
more selective in hiring, potentially making it harder for young people and those with less 
experience or fewer skills to enter the job market. This could hinder career development for them.  

5. Implementation Challenges: Determining an appropriate living wage that accounts for regional 
differences in cost of living could be complex and contentious. A one-size-fits-all approach might 
not work well across diverse economic regions, potentially causing unintended consequences. 

REQURING A LIVING WAGE (CON): SPECIFIC IDEAS 
1. Potential Job Loss: Businesses may reduce their workforce to offset increased labor costs.  

2. Increased Automation: Higher wages might incentivize businesses to invest in automation, 
potentially reducing job opportunities.  

3. Small Business Struggles: Smaller companies with tighter profit margins might struggle to afford 
the increased wages.  

4. Price Increases: Businesses raise prices to cover higher labor costs, leading to higher inflation.  

5. Reduced Hours for Workers: Some employers might cut employee hours to manage costs, 
potentially leaving workers with less overall income.  

6. Global Competitiveness Issues: Higher labor costs could make U.S. businesses less competitive 
in the global market.  

7. Barriers for Young Workers: Employers might be less likely to hire inexperienced workers at 
higher wages, making it harder for young people to enter the job market.  

8. Regional Economic Disparities: A national living wage might not account for cost-of-living 
differences across regions, potentially causing economic imbalances.  

9. Reduced Benefits: Some businesses might cut other benefits to offset wage increases, potentially 
leaving workers worse off overall.  
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REQURING A LIVING WAGE (CON): SPECIFIC IDEAS (CONTINUED…) 
10. Economic Uncertainty: A significant change in wage structures could lead to economic 

unpredictability, potentially causing short-term economic disruption. 
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